BURBANK POLICE DEPARTMENT

200 North Third Street, Burbank, CA 91502

COMMUNITY BULLETIN

BEWARE OF FAUX KIDNAPPING SCAM

July 16, 2015

The Burbank Police Department would like to warn the Burbank community
about new phone scams that have been occurring in which victims are
receiving threatening phone calls in an attempt to scam money from them.

The Burbank Police Department has recently taken reports of citizens receiving
phone calls, in which the caller tells them a close family member has been
kidnapped, and will be killed unless a ransom is paid.

The suspects give instructions for the citizens to stay on the phone and wire
money to a third party, often outside of the country. Another person, claiming
to be the kidnapped family member, screams and cries into the phone, begging
for help because they are going to be killed. The scam is very alarming and
sounds credible to the victim.

In the event someone calls you and claims a family member has been
kidnapped, do not send money. Instead, you or someone with you should call
the police immediately via 911 or 818-238-3000. Know where your family
members should be and phone numbers where they can be reached.

QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS STATEMENT MAY BE DIRECTED TO
SERGEANT CLAUDIO LOSACCO, @ 818-238-3240

24-HouR: 818-238-3000 PRESS INFORMATION OFFICE: 818-238-3240 DETECTIVE BUREAU: 818-238-3210
TWITTER@BURBANKPD BURBANKPD.ORG FACEBOOK.COM/BURBANKPD
LACRIMESTOPPERS.ORG CRIME STOPPERS: 800-222-TIPS (8477) WWW.NIXLE.COM

PUBLIC SERVICE MESSAGE


https://twitter.com/BurbankPD
http://www.burbankpd.org/
http://www.facebook.com/BurbankPD
http://www.lacrimestoppers.org/
http://www.nixle.com/
http://theiowarepublican.com/2012/donors-beware-iowa-scam-pac-is-at-it-again/

