BURBANK POLICE DEPARTMENT

200 North Third Street, Burbank, CA 91502

OFFICIAL NEWS RELEASE

US PosTAL MAIL THIEVES ARRESTED

ScOTT LACHASSE

CHIEF OF POLICE WITH THE HELP OF A VIGILANT MAIL CARRIER

DATE: May 25, 2016

On May 24, 2016, the United States Postal Service called the Burbank Police
Department asking us to respond to the 1700 block of Grismer Avenue regarding
two people following a mail carrier in their vehicle.

Officers located the suspicious vehicle and made contact with the occupants, 30
year-old Burbank resident Rane Melkom and 29 year-old Glendale resident
Sharis Hambarchian. The investigation revealed Melkom and Hambarchian were
in possession of numerous pieces of stolen mail from the area, credit cards and
personal checks in other peopless names, postal mailbox keys,
methamphetamine, heroin and narcotic paraphernalia.

Melkom and Hambarchian were arrested and booked into the Burbank City Jall
for a variety of theft and drug charges, including burglary, identity theft,
possession of burglary tools and receiving stolen property. Melkom’s bail was
set at $50,000, while Hambarchian is being held in-lieu of $65,000 bail. Both are
due to appear in court tomorrow morning.

Burbank Police detectives are working in collaboration with the United States
Postal Service on this case.

Mail theft and porch package thefts continue to be an on-going issue in our
community. Please visit the Burbank Police Department website for information
on how to help protect yourself from being a victim of these crimes.

Anyone with information on this incident is urged to contact Detective Mirakyan at
(818) 238-3210 or Crime Stoppers at 800-222-TIPS (8477) to remain
anonymous.

QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS STATEMENT MAY BE DIRECTED TO
SERGEANT CLAUDIO LOSACCO, @ 818-238-3240 OR CLOSACCO@BURBANKCA.GOV
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